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…... and you are
all up to date
again!

The Great Andes Bake Off
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WHERE WE ARE AT…
Pupils, mothers and (very sporadically) the fathers, are
learning how to cook and eat healthily. A total of 648
pupils throughout 11 schools are being served a
healthy lunch made with their own homegrown
vegetables a minimum of twice a week. The signature
dish: pancakes with chard or spinach and chard
soup.
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WELL STOCKED…

More than 131 families have received cabinets and an
ecofriendly fridge. They meet Por Eso!’s strict criteria.
Remember what those were: The home all tidy and
organised, the walls nicely plastered, improved stofes and,
of course, an organic vegetable garden.
We mostly pay for the materials ourselves, but the families
also contribute a little. In the case of the cabinets and
ecofriendly fridges, they pay 10 soles ($ 3,-) for the glass
panes.
That contribution gives them the feeling that we’ve
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achieved something together, which increases satisfaction
and their self esteem.

It’s continues to be special that the women now have their own income!

BIG PARTY
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DININGROOM
K’ELLOCCOCHA

ALL 9 SCHOOLS EXCEPT THE TWO NEW
COMMUNITIES BOAST A WELL-EQUIPPED DINING
ROOM. THE EXTENSION OF THE DINING ROOM IN
K’ELLOCCOCHA WAS PARTLY MADE POSSIBLE
THANKS TO THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM
ASOCIACIÓN FAMILIAS DEL BID (BID FAMILY
ASSOCIATION) AND OF COURSE OUR OWN
(MONTHLY) GIVERS. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

www.facebook.com/poresoperu
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COLDEST WINTER EVER
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It’s summer in the northern hemisphere, but in the Andes we’re in the
middle of a remarkably cold and dry winter. It’s so cold in our region
that it gets below freezing even inside the greenhouses. This is
something we have never experienced before. The temperatures in the
communities have dropped as low as -10 ˚C which has resulted in
harvest failure. We’re doing all we can to get back to a range of
healthy crops as soon as possible.
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IN THE FIELD
WITH CREEMOS

Without Creemos, Por Eso! wouldn’t be where they are right now. Apart from the financial support and its extensive network, the work visits are also very fruitful.
Feedback and many ideas are brought to the table. Of course Por Eso! would like to show its achievements but as always, we never tell the communities that we’re
going to stop by. This is how, accompanied by Creemos, we came across a house that was absolute chaos and a vegetable garden that wasn’t looking
blossoming. It’s a shame, but it’s also reality. A setback without a discernable reason. We have talked a lot about the long-term sustainability and the exit criteria of
the projects with Creemos. It’s not simple to achieve a behavioural change and to let go of the families. This year we’re going to finish the project in three of the
communites (and in another six next year). In these communities Por Eso! won’t install nor implement anything new, but we will keep monitoring the families until
we’re totally convinced that they (for whatever the reasons may be), will not fall back into their old habits.
Thanks to the financial support from the Dutch Femi Foundation (www.femi.org),
we’ve started in the community of Pachamachay (85 families) with the school and
home improvement projects. Right now, 20 families are busy working on tidying up their
homes to qualify for the rewards offered by Por Eso!. Two school greenhouses are
already up and working and have even already yielded their first harvest.
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… ... And then the world suddenly stopped
turning. On the 24th of June, Jocelyn Parro
Stock passed away, totally unexpected.
Whether she was in Dubai, Vienna or Peru,
she was always supporting Por Eso! and
Creemos. Jocelyn brought our attention to
new funds, worked on new applications with
us, organized a charity lunch and always
gave us constructive feedback.
Dear Jocelyn, we will keep giving our all for
“your Peru”. We send lots of support and
strength to your family and loved ones. We
miss you!

18th of January 2015: Dubai charity lunch,
Jocelyn is the second woman at the top left.

POR ESO! PERU
WE’RE NOT IN THIS ALONE
We take the daily decisions with our local team, but Por Eso! in the
Netherlands also meets at least once a year. This meeting is with the
members of our board of directors. We draw up the main lines of
action, devise budgets and discuss the annual report. The board is our
rock. They’re always there for us at difficult times. Seeing as we’re
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already in thanking-mode: Ingrid van de Ven and Jeroen van Schaick
also deserve a bit of recognition. Ingrid takes care of our yearly annual
accounts every year and Jeroen prepares the financial statement

board
meeting

compilation declaration. Then there is Willemijn Menken who edits our
newsletter and turns our messy but cute spoken language into logical
text. We could go on and on – actually all of you are helping us
incredibly!

GRACIAS.
See you in the next newsletter, Jolanda and Simone

advertisement

A tip: In case you’re looking
for a nice B&B in Leiden, the
Netherlands, check out ‘Tuk
aan de Vliet’, Willemijn &
Co’s B&B
https://www.facebook.com/
tukaandevliet/home

doneren: http://poreso.org/en/donations

Carien Bartels, Stephanie Hosman, Taco Zimmerman en Simone Heemskerk
not present: Jolanda Buets
THE FUTURE
Por Eso! has been working in Peru for 7 years, and has become a
very complete foundation. Where we started off with merely
creating vegetable gardens for schools, we are now tackling all
the issues in the communities in a very integrated manner in order
to improve the quality of life sustainably, at school as well as at
home. We establish strict requirements for the collaboration with
the villagers and stay away from falling into micromanagement.
We’re also not just giving our support away just like that. We
always work together, always. With the families and the local and
national authorities. This requires composure and great deal of
patience. As founders, Simone and Jolanda are in charge of
supervision and fundraising. But the day-to-day management is in
the hands of Lutgardo Mejia (on the right in the photo) and his
team. In 2017 we want to expand further with two new
communities. Ideas and tips for fundraising – or spontaneous
financial support – are always more than welcome.

www.poreso.org

